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THE PRESENT DEVELOPMENT OP
THE  GREAT STATE

IT is possible that some of the readers of this
book of essays may find the ideas involved in the
conception of the Great State altogether detached
from the facts of contemporary life and present
social construction. They may rather hastily as-
sume that, however desirable and pleasurable these
ideals may be, they are beyond the reach of human
attainment, and not in the line of any possible
social development. It will be the endeavour of the
present writer to consider the connecting-links
which, he believes, bind the ideal of the Great State
into an intimate union with the facts of the social
order (or disorder) of to-day and to-morrow.

The use of the term " development" in the title
of this essay may be expanded by an initial explana-
tion. There will be no assumption here that a period
of Transition will be followed by a time when the
Great State can be said to have arrived as an ac-
complished fact. The evidence before us seems to
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